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The Archoeclogy of Fo-'v Historic
South Asig: The Emergence of Cities
and States. BvF. R Allchin, with
contributior._.iom George Erdosy, R
A E. Coningham, D. K. Chakrabarti
and Bridget Allchin (Combridge
Uriversity Press, distributed by
Foundotion Books; Rs 295).

This book fries “10 integrote narrowly
archaeological dota with the wider
aspects of historical archaeological,
inciuding textual, epigraphic,
numismatic ond art-historical,
evidence.”

Gandmi: Ordained in South Africa. By
1 N Uppal (Publications Division;
Rs 163)

1 N. Uppal'sidea "is * ~exclusively
portray the South Africa period on @
canvas laroe énough fo satisfy the

NATURE CONSERVATION
HANDBOOK.
By Debal Deb, Soswatr
Sen and Devika Kar
{World Wide Fund for Nof
indio, Eastern R

ONSERVATION has become

a buzz-word over the past

three decades. To an angy
representative of the Third World.
it fmplies “a fad of (he Western or
Westernized rich — pampering ti
gers and lions at the expense of
human beings”. Opulent tourists,
not knowing what to do with their
money. flock to see wild animals
while  breadwinners
families are devoured by (igers or
trampled by elephants.

l!m in 1989,

stead of p r:strvmg wildhfe,
goal was broadencd to conserve Na-
mye ’m sustainable living of hu-

Whelher this  reorientation
makes the goal of WWF any more
easily attainable is a tricky ques-
tion. Meanwhile this handbook.
which bears testimony o the seri
ous effort of Debal Deb, Saswati
Sen and Devika Kar, may well serve
the needs of inquiring minds. Li
mited to 125 pages, it still succeeds
in educating the interested reader.
A handbook implies tables, figures
and graphs — cold data which,
though useful, are likely to m:
dull reading, It is therefore reassu
ing to find the first 40 pages or so
as accessible as a popular textbook
on ecology with: a very modern ap
proach, capabie of being browsed
through at a stretch. It has a lot to
teach old-fashioned teachers as
well

The authors have taken the trou
ble of apprising the reader of the
latest findings. For exampic. on the
first page. while discussing
biodiversity. they mention the dis-
covery. as recent as in 1992 and

ICE s a fascihating discov
ery of non-Aryan genius—

ever-so-cutwus among the Gandhi
enthusiasts, anxious o understand
precisely how on obscure young
Indion lawyer striving for his
welihood, after reaching South
Alrica, gave o completely new
direction 10 tus hfe

How ta Build Your Own House
Volume | —- Plonning, Estimating and
Management. Volume Il — Details of
Buslding Construction. 8y 5. R
Chaudhuri ‘Naba Bnarati Prakashan;
Rs 75 0rid Rs 125)

“Ihave wr tten this book”, S R
Chaudhuri writes in his Preface,
help o prudent, pur
man, in achiev
creating his “nuse | hove tried 1o
put the info.mation in os much
simple lanquage as possible and in
s muck common mas's approach
o5 possible

Making Movies. By Sidney Lumet
(Bloomsbury, distributed by Moyo
499)

‘A warning about”, Sidney Lumet
wnites in his Introduction, “what you
won't find in the book: There are rio
personal revelations other than
feelings arising from the work itself
— o Gossip about Sean Connery or
Marion Brando.”

Megatrends Asio. By John Naisbitt
{Nicholos Brealey Publishing,
distributed by Research Press
theough Rupo; £10.95).

"What 1s happéning in Asia”, John
Naisbitt writes in his Introducticn,
he most important

ament in the world todoy
Nothing else combs clase, nof only
for Asians but for the ent

& modernizotion of A
ever reshape the world as we
move taward the next milleanium

1994, of two large mamnals, the
new wild ox and deer of Vu Quang
in Vietnam v of
the okapi in 1901 (not mer
here) this Vu Quang ox may well
have been the most signific:
find. The aut
that,
whale was discovered and they
wonder whether many smail organ-
{sms may remain
vered”,

Since the disco
out

rs point out further
in 1991, a new species of

“ever undisco-

considering “the late_dis

coveries of such large mammals a5
whales in the sea and ox on lan
They also furnish data on the
biodiversity of several Asian coun-
tries and- on extinction by overkill
of wapiti [a deer-like animal). the
bison and the almost proverbial
passenger pigeon. The record of
4,000 birds in a single day of shoot
Ing arranged at Bharatpur for the
then Viceroy of India is mentioned
as a gruesome reminder.

Yet I cannot help wondering why
such avifauna at Bharatpur weie
not thinned out il the near-com
plete destruction of their habitat
but the passenger pigeon died out
altogether. Theie is no reason to
believe that every single passenger
pigeon. even aiter the species had
become rare, was hunted out. More
probably. the Darling syndrome
was very marked in this species,
that is, after falling below a critic:
population. the remaining birds
could not come to the breeding
condition.

The reader leains the very inter
esting lesson of co evolution of Cal-
varia (a tree} and the dodo in
Mauritius. Since the extinction of
the fightless, goose like dodo
apparently every single one of this
big bird that could not hide or es-
cape was killed for food or fun— no
Calvaria seed germinated in
Mauritius in the last three cen
turies or 5o, and two species of bird
lice have also gone extinet with the
dodo. There would be few to lament
the demise of the lice but Calvaria
is an important tree and | would
have liked the authors to add two
more sentences. First, Temple
succeeded in germinating Calvaria
seeds alter they passed through the
alimentary canal of the turkey, the
famous table bird of Christmas-
tide. Today the forest departiment
also germinates the seeds by artifi-
cial scarification and abrasion
proceedures that the dodo used to
employ while passing them
through its gut.

Brief but informative treatment
leads the reader from example to
example: the shrinking habitat
the Asian lion and rhino. of the aye
aye (lemur) in Madagascar. of the
sea-otter in its northern region: the
ozone hole, the greenhouse effect
the dwindling iridigencus germ
plasm of crops, once o rich in vari
ety but now near-extinct in the face
of the onslaught from just a few
high-yielding strains. On the last
topic. over which | have been cry
g in the wildemness. Deb as just
completed a research project, brief-

ly mentioned towards the end of
this book. which has yielded some
curious -informa non  little-

s of rice in West

known germ pla

scattered all
mass extending from China ta west

India. who bred this unique cereal *
of wild grasses
thousand ye
Brihi in Atharva Veda but not at all
mentioned in the
over the centuries this wonder crop
was engineered by namele:
des of practical scientists, many of
them illiterate peasants. Shahja-
h.m pron

great unknown  scient
over the vast land

several
ago. Known

rlier Rig Veda,

hor.

1ounced it the most valu

i the Sun. He
was pmb.ﬂm thinking of basmatt
rice.

Five thousand varieties of rice
from Assam alonc were in safe
keeping with the International Rice
search Institute and have now
been brought back to India, as |
learn from a recent issue of Nature.
This handbook estimates the
number of rice varieties in India at
40.000. It could be considerably
mare: [ have seen even a “guessti-
mate” of 100.000. The vast array of
germ plasms exhibiting such a
wide spectrum — rice with heaven-
ly [ragrance (not to be found in any
other crop): big, coarse rice for
heavy meal for lactating
mothers: salt-resistant rice: in
stant rice (that need not be boiled):
and special rice for preparing fast

would leaves a genetic engincer
green with envy.

The aroma of fragrant varieties is
a fantastic molecule (2-acetyl-1-1
pyrroline} which breaks down so
easily that until now it was totally
nknown. After many years of
searching my colleagues and | have
found it in the tiger (of all animals!)
and it seems to occur in fresh
mohua (Bassia latifolia) fowers.
Deb now reports a new strain in
West Bengal which does not appear
(0 have been recorded in (he list of
60.000-0dd varieties in the inter-
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national germ piasm bank. Theie
seems to be one or two varieties of
rice in West Bengal boasting of an

unusual
out to

molecule.

self is anybody's guess. Only re
cently the fragrance of jasmine has
been proved to be part of the arsen-

between quality of life and
rate. and the discovery that a
20 per_cent of the world popula
tion, the rich First World. enjoys

per cent of the earth’s resources, !
must say that overpopulation 1s a
serious problem. If, by waving a
s

magic wand, we could at
instant abolish the iniquities
tnequities), India would still be in a
quandary. In order to conserve
1,000 tigers, we need 3,000 squ
miles of nearly uninterrupted
prime  forest, more so for
elephants. There should be numer
pockets to preserve all th
dan 'crcd lhm and fauna, 1

en u;,n fos i e iton m
it were feasible, peeple s d not
be cocped up in concrete jungles
Every i ily needs at least lwo gar
dens {flower garden and kite

be thr(m! in the
sdether with
xsnwu
way of life.

HIS handbook co

- One of Deb's findings suggests

aroma which may turn
be an altogether new
While the rice-aroma in

the tiger may play a role in chemi-
cal commu
ap

the

catio

the u

y of the cast. But, in spite of
ce for the rice plant it-

al for fighting invasive bacteria

such a property in an a
rice.

Inevitably, the authors trez
sensitive and (on'm\x
he wes: {or the nort

t as at the national level,
per at the cost of

necessary 10 i
based on cquital
living. This is gunpowder for a
political ideology!

That women of the Third World
have an important role 10 piay
the grassroots level is not to be
questioned, but the authors argue

de

ic of the Bushmen in
ca. both men and women pusstic a
modest sustainable way of |
men do not overkill or destroy N:

e. | marveled at th

cupinies and

Likewise, Vander Pos!
pathic (and emphatic)
of the Bushmel

World  and
poverty of the Third
crime. not the overpo

showi;

¢ the inverse relat

formation on the Bist

51
production
d a sk

Su xsmnrrd
»s and vegetables ar
bused on this time-h ip
ce aroused admiration at the
amsar conference.

next part of the bock is

T gieate
ronment in offic
tun, sl ides. videos and

ressive on-paper, ¢
an five per cerit of
. and ! have Jeamnt the h

salt. All the same the a
seem to be in carnest.

There is useful info
the population of tigers, <
and clephants. The last chapze
cords what WWE has done
castern zone (o protect the envl
The first is the rep

y
fowl are not impeded in their
Like some other non-Gove
organizations. WWF fough!
Narendrapur bird sanctuary.
ite of concerted efforts. the ¢

w ,,.v wood duck has beer:
but what happened after 198

The joint venture of the Zoolog|
urvey of [ndia and Vv
1993 located 13 breeding de
the Indian woll in a san
Bihar. The project on ind
¢ varieties in West Bir




